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Philosophy 

Language is the foundation for communicating and learning. The acquisition of language is a central 

component of intellectual and personal growth.  

At DPSG Palam Vihar, language is taught holistically. Each programme has specific learning outcomes for the 

strands of speaking and listening, reading and writing, viewing and presenting, which are appropriate to the 

students’ level. We encourage an inquiry-based authentic learning with an investigative approach of different 

genres. In the Primary School, the language of instruction (English) is integrated into the units of inquiry or 

organized into stand-alone language sessions. Students have the opportunity to engage in realistic and 

meaningful language learning experiences within a positive and encouraging environment. 

Policy 

Our policy aims at students to achieve proficiency in English, the language of instruction, as well as the other 

languages they pursue. Language acquisition helps the students to become proficient in listening, speaking, 

reading, writing, and comprehending the content. We believe that language learning is vital for social, 

emotional and cognitive development. Through language, one is able to form his or her own identity, explore 

one’s environment, solve problems and express with clarity. Towards this goal, every teacher has the 

responsibility of being a language teacher. 

Formal Language Teaching 

• Teachers strive to develop a caring language community in which all students feel accepted and 

confident that others support them as they take risks to learn a language different from their mother 

tongue 

• French language is offered to all students of Grades 2 to 5 

• Subject-specific knowledge, concepts, and skills are taught 

• Teachers use the IB unit planners to structure instruction 

• Specialist teachers collaborate with the Home Room Teachers to integrate learning and  support 

learning of the English, Hindi and French language 

The School promotes the learning of language by means of the following: 

• Languages are a part of the curriculum.  

• Inter House Competitions: writing, poetry, speaking, drama, role play  

• Nukadd Natak (Street play)  

•  School magazine 

•  Library: separate sections catering to books related to different languages 

•  Story telling sessions. 

•  Display boards 

•  Assemblies 

•  Class Libraries 

• We encourage students to act and extend their language learning in ways that help their community                                                                                                                                              
• We ensure that every discipline includes support mechanisms for language learning, both written and spoken                

• We promote awareness of one’s own language and culture.                                                             

• We believe that language learning is vital for social, emotional and cognitive development. 
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• Learn in a well-resourced and stimulating learning environment. 

Developing the Oral, Visual and Written aspect of language: PYP 

Language scope and sequence is formed under the following areas:  

•  Oral - Listening and Speaking.  

•  Visual - Viewing and Presenting.  

• Written - Reading and Writing.  

Language Scope and Sequence is planned horizontally and vertically and has aspects of teaching, learning, 

reflecting and assessing in both ways i.e., Formative and Summative. 

The following strategies are adopted to ensure that every student is provided with an opportunity to explore 

his/her maximum potential: 

•  Using visible thinking routines 

•   Extempore. 

•   Debate. 

•   Theatre. 

•   Writing argumentative, persuasive articles/essays, imaginative stories etc. 

•  Public Speaking. 

•  Celebrating various occasions and festivals 

• Spell-well and Vocabulary Building 

 

Hindi as Mother Tongue   

DPSG Palam Vihar values the development of Mother Tongue language and believes it is crucial for 

maintaining cultural identity and processing information and concepts.  

We at DPSG, also believe in the importance of the mother tongue in the holistic development of learners and 

provide an environment conducive to multicultural learning.  

• Families are encouraged to use their mother tongue to support their children’s development by 

speaking, reading, and writing in their native language.  

• The school library contains a growing number of books in a variety of languages.  

•  Additionally, mother tongues are supported by after school activity offerings.  

• Children are encouraged to identify with and use their Mother Tongue in school. 

 

Common Practices and Philosophy for all                                                                                                     

Pedagogical attributes 

All students will learn subjects in the medium of instruction, that is English. Additional Language- French is 

offered to students of Grades 2 to 5. The importance of concept over content and application of language is 

more important in the curriculum. However, if a student shows higher understanding of the fundamentals of 
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the language, then he / she needs to be challenged accordingly. The students listen, speak, read and write in 

the language. The Language of instruction is a part of the transdisciplinary programme of inquiry because we 

believe that students learn language, learn through language, and learn about language. 

1. Promote inquiry-based authentic language learning 

   Students are encouraged to construct, think critically, and express themselves in a language they are 

comfortable & confident in. They are encouraged to know not only the language skills but its usage, their 

interests and needs. The students are given opportunities to read books / texts, write, speak, and present 

(using different media) their thoughts & ideas as well as learning. 

2. Focus on the transdisciplinary nature of language learning. 

Language leads to inquiry and in an inquiry classroom (Home room or single subject) the teachers & students 

use language to research, share, present and appreciate learning. The school programme of inquiry looks at 

giving the students opportunities to exhibit, develop and use language. It gives scope for the strands of 

Language to be looked at, in the teaching & learning process- listening & speaking, viewing & presenting, 

reading, and writing. The students share their prior knowledge, research, reflect and present their 

understanding of the units through languages and in turn connect to how it works as well as further use it to 

express their understanding of new situations. 

3. Provide feedback to support learning. 

Language is a powerful tool for providing feedback to parents, students, teachers, and administrators of the 

school. The students & teachers may choose to write, illustrate, use ICT (Information and Communication 

Technology), anecdotes to give or receive feedback for further learning /or planning in their teaching & 

learning process. 

4. Teaching and learning addresses the diversity of student language needs 

 Differentiation in language lessons is based on best practices according to the standards and practices of the 

IB. All teachers respond to students’ needs and may therefore provide individualized instruction guided in 

some cases by specific learning goals and Individual Learning Plans (ILPs). Teaching strategies may include 

working in small groups, using different resources with different levels of language complexity, as well as 

changing the level of questioning and tasks for individual students. Students may also have choices so they can 

follow their own interests or use a preferred learning style.  

5. Assessment at the school aligns with the requirements of the programme(s)  

Assessment is integral to teaching and learning at DPSG. Using a range of tools and strategies, teachers can 

determine students’ knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes towards language.   At the School, 

teachers use pre-assessment to determine what students already know, can do and understand.   

Formative assessment is used to check in and to give constructive feedback.  Summative assessments are used 

to gather evidence about student’s learning at the end of a unit.   

Various forms of both formative and summative assessment may be used.  Along with teacher assessment, 

students are often asked to peer or self-assess as well.  Assessments are reported to parents in different ways. 



5 
 

Students receive written report cards about their language learning. (For details, refer to the assessment 

policy) 

6. The school utilizes the resources and expertise of the community to enhance learning within the 

programme 

Students have access to other resources such as newspapers and magazines –that they can also subscribe to- 

in a variety of languages, which help them to be aware of current affairs, to foster an interest in reading, and 

to develop confidence, fluency, and comprehension. 

Interactive Smartboards are also used to encourage a more interactive approach to teaching and learning to 

accommodate the various learning styles of the students. 

The community is considered a valuable resource to aid language learning. Students go on numerous field 

trips such as to museums, libraries, theatres, and cinemas where they have an opportunity to use the host 

country language in context and gain an insight into the host country culture. 

Guest speakers such as story tellers or representatives from different organizations are frequently invited to 

school, which helps students to make connections with the community. Throughout the year, students are 

exposed to numerous celebrations linked to the diverse cultures around the world to promote international 

mindedness. and an appreciation of the host country’s culture. 

 

References 

• International Baccalaureate Organization. (2007, November 3). Language policy. International 

Baccalaureate®. Retrieved March 12, 2020, from https://www.ibo.org/language-policy/ 

• Sreenidhi International schoool. (2019, October 1). Language policy. Language Policy, Sreenidhi 

International School. Retrieved March 10, 2020, from 

http://www.sis.edu.in/uploads/Language%20Policy_202001310037534595.pdf 

• International School of Paris. (2011, December 1). International School of Paris. Language Policy, 

International School of Paris. Retrieved March 11, 2020, from 

http://www.isparis.edu/uploaded/Documents/policy_documents/Language_Policy.pdf 

• Ahmedabad International School- Language Policy. (n.d.). Ahmedabad International School. Language 

Policy, Ahmedabad International School. Retrieved March 13, 2020, from 

https://www.aischool.net/pdfs/IBDP/Policies/Language_policy.pdf 

• Genesis Global School. (2019, November 1). Genesis Global School- Language Policy. Language 

Policy, Genesis Global School. Retrieved March 12, 2020, from 

https://www.genesisglobalschool.edu.in/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Language-Policy.pdf 

https://www.aischool.net/pdfs/IBDP/Policies/Language_policy.pdf

